
HIGHLAND, ILLINOIS 
MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
CITY HALL, 1115 BROADWAY 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2, 2010 
1:00 PM 

 
 
Call to Order 
 
The meeting of the Industrial Development Commission was called to order at 1:00 p.m. by 
Darell Bellm.   
 
Roll Call 
 
Members present:  Darell Bellm, Marilyn Frey, and Jon Greve.   
 
Also present:  City Manager Latham, Deputy Clerk Hediger and Chief Building and Zoning 
Official Kevin Limestall, and Jami Jansen, Executive Director of the Highland Chamber of 
Commerce.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Jon Greve made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 11, 2010, meeting of the Industrial 
Development Commission.  The motion was seconded by Marilyn Frey.  All voted in favor, none 
against, the motion carried.   
 
New Business 
 
Approval of Chamber of Commerce Representative to attend IDC meetings 
 
Marilyn Frey made a motion to approve the inclusion of a representative of the Chamber of 
Commerce as an ad hoc member of the IDC (non-voting).  The motion was seconded by Jon 
Greve.  All voted in favor, none against, the motion carried.   
 
Reports 
 
Local Market Survey Meeting – May 19th in Granite City 
 
Kevin Limestall reported that there was good networking and they were able to add input as to 
the economy in Illinois.  Darrel indicated that in the group he was in, they discussed with others 
the idea that Highland is exploring regarding the incubator program. 
 
Darrel indicated that there was one woman who reported that the company she worked for was 
proud that they were able to add one employee to three.  But that now they are moving out of 
Illinois because it cost too much to do business here. 



 
Jon stated that several people reported that their communities are developing local credits to 
attract people, because the state is not helping out in that regard.   
 
The observation was made by several attendees that assistance is supposed to be out there, but 
nobody in the Metro-East is getting any of it.   
 
Mark indicated that when you go to the state for help to bring new business in, your needs do not 
get conveyed to the higher ups that need to make the decisions.   
 
Bottom line…Illinois is not business friendly, and there is nothing out there to dispel that notion. 
 
Kevin indicated that there was also some discussion regarding the lack of education among the 
laid off work-force.   
 
New Business 
 
Update on Communications with Robert Ady and Mayor Bill Graem of Scottsbury, IN 
 
Mark stated that Mr. Ady will be here on July 7 and 8.  He will fly to St. Louis.  What he would 
like to do is have more of an evening meeting so that he may make a formal presentation on the 
site location process and marketing implications with members of the public invited. 
 
Discuss elements of a strategic plan and what is required to be successful.   
 
He will be in Highland at 4:00 p.m.  We may want to meet with him then and then tour around 
the four sights in Highland and come back to City Hall to discuss.   
 
Tentative meeting times: 
 
4:00 PM on 7/7/10 
Tour four sights 
Meet again at City Hall at 7:00 PM for his presentation 
Meet again at 12:00 Noon on 7/8/10 
 
Mark Latham will try to get someone from the City Council to attend these meetings to keep 
some enthusiasm on the council. 
 
Mark is trying to set up a trip for the IDC members to visit the town of Scottsbury, IN.  Mayor 
Graem’s secretary has offered the following dates in June as dates when the Mayor would have 
time to meet with us:  14, 15, 17, 18, 24, 28, 29 
 

 Darrel is available 17, 18, 28, 29 
 Marilyn is available 28, 29 
 Jon is available 28 only 

 



Mark would like to rent a Suburban and drive there.  Plan to arrive at 1 PM and head home at 4 
PM.   
 
Old Business 
 
Darell asked if Denny Rinderer had been able to contact any of the property owners to see if they 
will be willing to sell their property for the location of an industrial park with the thought that it 
may be a waste of time to have Mr. Ady assess the properties if they are not available.  Mark 
indicated that Mr. Rinderer is working on getting the property for the Northeast Quadrant of the 
city’s peripheral route but had not addressed the issue of property for an industrial park yet.  
 
Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting of the Industrial Development Commission is scheduled for Wednesday, July 
7, 2010, at 4:00 p.m. and again on Thursday, July 8 at 12:00 Noon.   
 
Mark asked what ever happened to the Highland Manufacturer’s Association.  Marilyn stated 
that the membership dwindled to the point where it was disbanded.   
 
Jon asked how many manufacturers are left in Highland.  None at the meeting knew that. 
 
Darell Bellm gave a good synopsis of what the IDC is doing for Jami Jansen’s benefit.   
 
Mark reported that through Congressman Shimkus’ office, he learned of another archive facility 
in the works.  He will be working on putting together an incentive package for that. 
 
Marilyn Frey made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Jon Greve; all were in favor.  
The meeting adjourned at 1:48 p.m.    
 
 
 
Prepared by:          

Lana R. Hediger, Secretary 
 
 
Approved by:         
   Darell Bellm, Chairman 
 
 
 
 


