
Please note that the City of 

Highland does NOT sound 

an “ALL CLEAR” tone. 

 

W H A T  T O  D O  

W H E N  T H E     

O U T D O O R  S I R E N  

S O U N D S  

•     Go inside right away 

• Turn on a radio or       

television to hear the latest 

weather information 

• Take shelter in an inside 

room or basement 

    Remember: The emergency 

alert siren is for outdoor       

notification. Don't expect it to 

notify you of weather conditions 

while you are indoors. 

It is recommended that you   

purchase and include a NOAA 

weather alert radio as part of 

your emergency weather plan. 

The Illinois Emergency Services 

Management Association along 

with the Illinois Emergency   

Management  Agency a re      

sponsoring a “Weather Alert 

Radios Saves Lives” contest this 

month. 

Visit www.Ready.Illinois.gov to 

enter and for lots of emergency 

preparedness tips. 

March is Severe Weather     

Preparedness month in Illinois. 

While Highland did experience 

some severe weather last year, 

we know it could have been 

worse.  2011 was a record year 

for disasters in the United States. 

There were nearly 1,000 

weather-re la ted fata l it ies ,     

including 550 resulting from 

tornadoes, the most since 1936 

and the fourth highest number of 

tornado fatalities since records 

have been kept.   

While we can’t prevent severe 

weather, we can try to be aware 

and prepared. 

RE Q U E S T  T O  B E  

N O T I F I E D  I N  T H E  

E V E N T  O F  S E V E R E  

W E A T H E R  

W A R N I N G S   

If you have a land line phone with 

a number that is listed in the 

phone directory you are already 

in the CodeRED system. If,    

however, your family has an 

unlisted land line number or uses 

only cellular phones, you need to 

register your number so that you 

will receive the emergency    

n o t i f i c a t i o n s .   V i s i t 

www.highlandil.gov and click on 

the CodeRED logo to register 

additional phones or to provide 

an e-mail address for notification. 

O U T D O O R  

W E A T H E R  A L E R T  

S Y S T E M          

A C T I V A T I O N  

While the Outdoor Weather 

Alert System may be used for 

emergencies and situations other 

than weather, its primary use is 

for notifying the public of      

impending severe weather   

situations. The Highland Police 

Department has adopted the 

criteria for activating the sirens 

to coincide with the National 

Weather Service standard for 

“Severe Weather”. 

If the National Weather Service 

has predicted severe weather for 

t he  H igh land  a rea ,  t he          

communications center should 

receive advance warnings and 

updates from the National 

Weather Service. Criteria for 

activation of the weather alert 

system: 

• A tornado has been sighted 

or indicate by radar within 

a 15 air mile radius of 

Highland or Grantfork, and/

or is tracking toward    

Highland or Grantfork. 

• A severe thunderstorm is 

reported in the 15 mile 

radius or tracking towards 

Highland/Grantfork that has 

reported hail 1 inch or 

more in diameter or     

damaging winds of a 58 mph 

maximum sustained winds 

(not wind gusts). 
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WEATHER  

FACTS :  

• Lightning is to 

blame for 28 deaths 

in Illinois since 1990 

• In May of 2011 a 

4.5” hailstone fell 

just northwest of 

Hillsboro, Illinois 

• There were 73 

c o n f i r m e d        

tornados in Illinois 

last year. 

• 30% of all Illinois 

tornados occur 

after dark. 

• Mos t  o f  t h e      

fatal i t ies  f rom 

flooding are the 

result of people in 

vehicles trying to 

c r o s s  f l o o ded   

roadways. 

• 1:00am is the peak 

time for flash   

flooding in Illinois 




