
 This week is nationally recognized as Public Works Week. National Public Works Week seeks to raise the 
public's awareness of public works issues and to increase confidence in public works employees who are dedicated 
to improving the quality of life for present and future generations.  
 
 Highland’s Water Reclamation Facility (WRF) is operated by a four man crew. Forty two miles of sanitary 
sewer deposit material to the plant from around town. The facility processes an average of 1.1 million gallons per 
day and has the capabilities to increase its processing to 1.6 million gallons a day.  

The WRF staff are always looking for ways to operate 
the plant more efficiently. Currently the operators 
are replacing older motors with high efficiency mod-
els. Secondly, staff is installing variable frequency 
drives (VFD) to many motors within the plant. The 
VFD’s allow plant motors after starting, to gradually 
“ramp” up to full speed. This creates less wear on 
the motors, requires less maintenance, and saves 
electrical usage by up to 30%. Staff have applied for 
grant funding to offset the cost of the VFDs. Even 
without receiving any grant money, the VFD’s effi-
ciency alone will pay for themselves within a maxi-
mum of 4 years. 
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Pretreatment 
The City of Highland's Pretreatment Program, started in 2001, is designed to protect the City's sewer collec-
tion system and the Highland Water Reclamation Facility from industrial pollutants such as oil and grease, 
metals, and other toxic organics.  This is done by the development of Local Limits that are site-specific to the 
Highland Water Reclamation Facility.  
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