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MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION 
HIGHLAND CITY COUNCIL 
MONDAY, JANUARY 16, 2012 

  
Mayor Michaelis called the Regular Session to order at 7:00pm.  Council members Schwarz, 

Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides were present.  Others in attendance were City Manager Mark Latham, 
City Attorney Harold Belsheim; Directors Cook, Gillespie, Rosen and Schoeck; Chief Bell, Supervisor 
Limestall, City Staff: Steve Ferguson and Tracy Robinson, Sgt. Gary Sellers, 3 Police Officers; Library 
Director Kim, Treasurer Foehner, Deputy City Clerk Hediger, City Clerk Bellm; 32 citizens and 1 
member of the news media.     

 
 

MINUTES 
  

Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 3, 2012 Regular 
Session as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and 
Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.     

 
 

PROCLAMATION 
Pat Noe, Coordinator of Cardio Rehab, and Barbara Barr, Director Cardio Rehab Department 

were present as Mayor Michaelis read a document proclaiming the month of February as American 
Heart Month in the City of Highland.  

 
 

PUBLIC FORUM 
 

Citizens’ Requests and Comments: 
St. Joseph’s Hospital Announcement of Go Red Events for Heart Month – Pat Noe, Coordinator 

of Cardio Rehabilitation at St. Joseph’s Hospital of Highland announced, this year, we are using the 
theme “Heart to Heart” during the month of February to raise awareness about heart health.  We will be 
holding several special events featured in to highlight Heart Health Month.  On February 7, a luncheon 
in the Jhele Hall at noon; February 9, we are hosting a fashion show at Hidden Lake Winery, in 
conjunction with St. Joseph’s Hospital of Breese and St. Elizabeth’s Hospital, which Becker Jewelers 
and Glik’s will be participating in; and, later in the month, there will be a Heart Walk at the Korte Rec 
Center.  This year, the Future Medical Careers, from Highland High School, have volunteered to paint 
hearts in windows around town to raise awareness of our “Heart to Heart” month.   
       

Rusty Rodz Square Use Request for Summer 2012 – Michael Tatum, President, and Russell 
Huelsmann, Vice President of Rusty Rodz requested the use of all the streets around the Square, except 
for Broadway, from 6pm – 9pm, on the last Saturday of each month, from May through October, so the 
group may hold car cruises.  Mayor Michaelis noted, according to the request submitted, the group has 
checked with all the businesses.  Mr. Tatum replied, yes, signatures were gathered from the businesses.  
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The businesses are very open to the idea, with hope that it will bring people in.  Councilwoman Bellm 
made a motion to approve the request by Rusty Rods to use the square, with street closures, from 6pm -
9pm, the last Saturday of each month, May through October, for car cruises as attached; seconded by 
Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  
Motion carried.   

 
St. Louis Cycling Club and Belleville Area Bicycling & Eating Society – Tour De Stooges Bike 

Ride Request – Roger Kramer, of Belleville, Ride Director for the Tour De Stooges Bicycle Ride, 
requested permission, on behalf of the St. Louis Cycling Club and Belleville Area Bicycling and Eating 
Society, to hold the annual Tour De Stooges on Saturday, May 5, 2012.  This year will be the fifteenth 
annual ride, the fifth year here in Highland.  The cyclists will leave Highland via Park Hill Drive to 
VFW Road and head south out of the city on Poplar Street.  Coming back in to Highland, we are using 
Old Trenton Road, 13th Street, Washington Street and Lindenthal Avenue.  We do not foresee a need 
for police assistance; however, we will contact the police department, a few days before, to remind 
them we will be in town.  Councilman Bardill made a motion to grant permission to the St. Louis 
Cycling Club and Belleville Area Bicycling & Eating Society to hold the Tour de Stooges Bicycle Ride 
in Highland on Saturday, May 5, 2012, starting at 8:30am as attached; seconded by Councilwoman 
Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 

Highland Automotive Swap Meet Funding Request – No one was present, so no action 
taken.    

 
Councilman Bardill made a motion to remove Item C from tonight’s agenda; seconded by 

Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  
Motion carried. 
 
Requests of Council: 
 City Manager Latham reported the HCS voice services had a failure in the system on Sunday.  
We found out quickly that it was a third-party issue.  Steve and I had a phone conversation with the 
president of Fidelity.  I relayed that we will not tolerate this twenty-four hour lapse of service; we have 
asked our attorneys to look into the issues.  We have to have assurance that communication will be 
much better than what we had this weekend.  Fidelity is looking into the machinery and ATM service 
issues.  We apologize to the businesses that experienced these problems.  Susie and Gay Michael, of 
Michael’s Restaurant, affected by the failure, were present. Susie Michael stated HCS needs to let 
businesses know that they need to process their credit cards with an analog line or via internet.  Gay 
Michael noted you are addressing the phone issue; however, there needs to be assurance that users are 
not without service for any length of time.  Councilman Schwarz if (Fidelity) cannot guarantee 
services, then are we going to re-solicit for providers.  City Manager Latham explained this issue was 
caused by a communication failure between two engineers.  While we do not want to switch mid-
stream, there are other companies out there.  As I told the president of Fidelity, when we selected our 
providers, one of the things we looked at was making sure that our vendors’ values are the same as 
ours.  City Manager Latham commended HCS staff for working to pinpoint the issue and make contact 
with those affected.  Steve Ferguson, HCS Manager, explained part of the problem was an IP routing 
issue and the other part was human error when two engineers between Simple Signal and Level III 
failed to communicate.  Susie Michael asked if the other city that has a fiber optic system has 
experienced this issue.  City Manager Latham explained the other community that used the same 
engineer as Highland to design their system is located in Indiana; they have to go through different 
providers.   

 
Staff Reports: 

Police Chief Terry Bell recognized Sgt. Gary Sellers for his recent graduation from the FBI 
Academy in Quantico, VA.    
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

Bill #12-01/ORDINANCE Amending Section 6-3(b) of the Code of Ordinances – 
Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Bill  #12-01/Ordinance #2510 amending Section 6-3(b) 
of the Code of Ordinances as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Councilwoman Bellm asked 
why we are doing this.  Building and Code Supervisor Kevin Limestall reported we had a church looking 
at purchasing the Bruegge Furniture Building.  With the current Code of Ordinances, that would put New 
China and CC Food Mart in violation, as they both sell liquor.  Illinois State Statue has been changed to 
allow for businesses that currently have a liquor license to be located within 100-feet of churches; 
however, our city ordinances have not been changed.  Mayor Michaelis suggested one of the things they 
need to look at is off-street parking.  Supervisor Limestall reported they have to look at several issues, 
including life safety issues and off-street parking.  Obviously, we would prefer this building be used for 
retail, because of its location.  Chief Bell asked what happens if a the Chinese restaurant or CC Food 
Mart goes out of business.  Would another business be able to buy that and get a liquor license?  
Councilwoman Bellm asked because this is a state statue we have to follow with this.  Attorney Belsheim 
explained a city has the right to control within their borders.   However, we want to be as consistent with 
state statue as much as possible.  The rule balances it out to allow alcohol within the 100-feet of churches 
and schools as they exist already.  At the same time, a church cannot move into an area and shut down 
businesses that exist already.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides voted aye, none 
nay.  Motion carried. .  

 
Approve Engineering Services Agreement with CMT for a Comprehensive Sanitary Sewer 

Evaluation - Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve engineering services agreement with 
Crawford, Murphy & Tilly, Inc., of St. Louis, MO for $74,000 for a Phase 1 Comprehensive Sanitary 
Sewer Evaluation as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Councilman Schwarz asked how 
many other companies submitted.  Public Works Director Joe Gillespie reported fifteen firms submitted; 
four were interviewed.  Councilman Schwarz inquired if this firm’s rate was at the lower end.  City 
Manager Latham pointed out price cannot be considered, since this is a professional contract.  Director 
Gillespie reported CMT is very familiar with the city’s sewer system.  They have gathered a lot of 
information on the City of Highland’s, sewer system already.  In 2006, they almost completed a new 
facilities plan, which we did not complete the study due to the economy changing.  They will be able to 
use a lot of that information.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides voted aye, none 
nay.  Motion carried.   
 

Approve NOML Bid #E-09-11 for Purchase of One Digger Derrick – Councilwoman Bellm 
made a motion to approve NOML Bid #E-09-11 for the purchase of one Digger Derrick as attached; 
seconded by Councilman Bardill.  All council members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   

 
Approve Voegele Photography Studio as Exclusive Youth Sports Teams’ Photographer for the 

2012 Calendar Year – Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Voegele Photography Studio as 
Exclusive Youth Sports Teams’ Photographer for the 2012 Calendar Year as attached; seconded by 
Councilwoman Bellm.  All council members voted aye, none nay.  Councilman Schwarz abstained.  
Motion carried.  
 

 
REPORTS 

 

Approve Warrants #865 & #866 – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Warrants 
#865 and #866 as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm 
and Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.     

 
 
Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to temporarily adjourn, to conduct an Executive Session 

pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act under Section 2(c)(21) for discussion of executive session 
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minutes, 2(c)(5) to discuss property acquisition and 2(c)(1) for discussion of personnel matters; 
seconded Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides voted aye, none 
nay.  Motion carried.  Meeting temporarily adjourned at 7:44pm.   

 
Mayor Michaelis reconvened the Regular Session at 8:34pm. Council members Schwarz, 

Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides were present.  Also present were City Manager Latham, City Attorney 
Belsheim, Director Schoeck and City Clerk Bellm.     

 
Bill #12-02/RESOLUTION Authorizing the Purchase of Land from Mid-America Real Estate & 

Development Corporation – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Bill #12-02/Resolution 
#12-01-2013 authorizing the purchase of land from Mid-America Real Estate & Development 
Corporation as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and 
Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   

 
Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  All council 

members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 8:27pm. 
 
 
 

Joseph Michaelis, Mayor      Barbara Bellm, City Clerk 


