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MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION 

HIGHLAND CITY COUNCIL 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2011 

  
Mayor Michaelis called the Regular Session to order at 7:00pm.  Council members Schwarz, 

Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides were present.  Others in attendance were City Manager Mark Latham, 
City Attorney Harold Belsheim, Directors Cook, Gillespie, Korte, Rosen and Schoeck, Chief Bell, 
Supervisor Limestall; City Staff: Andrea Enright, Steve Ferguson, Tracey Robinson, and Ann 
Stoecklin; Treasurer Foehner, Latzer Library Director Kim, Deputy City Clerk Hediger, City Clerk 
Bellm; 4 citizens and 1 member of the news media.  

 
 

MINUTES 
  

Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 17, 2011 Regular 
Session as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and 
Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 

Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 24, 2011 Special 
Session as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and 
Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 

 
PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Citizens’ Requests and Comments: 
 American Cancer Society 2012 Relay for Life Events Request –Danielle Koeneman, Event 
Chair for American Cancer Society’s 2012 Relay for Life was present to request permission for the 
annual Relay for Life events.  With the change of venues, granted by the council last year, we saw an 
increase in the number of participants, number of teams, online contributions and overall funds raised.   
We have provided a written request and insurance information for use of the Weinheimer Community 
Center and Glik Park for the 2012 Relay for Life.  Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve 
request to hold the Relay for Life Kick-off Event at the Weinheimer on Sunday, February 26, 2012, 
1:00pm – 5:00pm and to hold the Relay for Life Event at Glik Park, July 13-14, 2012 as attached; 
seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  All council members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.    
 
Requests of Council: 

None presented. 
 

Staff Reports: 
City Manager Latham reviewed an invitation, enclosed in the council’s packet, regarding an 

informational reception on the Highland Entrepreneurship Program (HEP), which will be held 
November 16, 2011, 6pm -8pm at The Korte Company.  Please RSVP to Andrea Enright-Muskopf.  If 
you know of anyone that could benefit from the program, please invite them to attend. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 

Transfer of Cemetery Spaces – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve the transfer of 
Graves 4, 5, and 6 in Lot No. 30 in Block No. 16 to Kenneth E. Iberg as attached; seconded by 
Councilman Bardill.  All council members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.     
 

Bill #11-112/RESOLUTION Approving Affiliation Agreement with Arc Holding, Inc.  – 
Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Bill #11-112/Resolution #11-11-2004 approving 
affiliation agreement with Arc Holding, Inc. as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call 
Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   

 
Bill #11-113/RESOLUTION Approving Master Services Agreement with UtiliWorks 

Consulting, LLC – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Bill #11-113/Resolution #11-11-
2005 approving Master Services Agreement with UtiliWorks Consulting, LLC as attached; seconded 
by  Councilman Schwarz.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides voted aye, none 
nay.  Motion carried.    

 
Bill #11-114/RESOLUTION Approving Ambulance Services Contract – St. Rose – SSA #5 –  

Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Bill #11-114/Resolution #11-11-2006 approving 
Ambulance Services Contract with St. Rose Township Special Services Area #5 as attached; seconded by 
Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  
Motion carried.   
      

Approve Engineering Services Agreement with Geotechnology for Inspection of Silver Lake 
Dam – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Engineering Services Agreement with 
Geotechnology for inspection of Silver Lake Dam, in the amount of $18,500 as attached; seconded by 
Councilman Bardill.  Councilman Schwarz asked did we consider any other vendors.  Public Works 
Director Joe Gillespie reported we did look at other firms; however, we have selected Geotechnology 
because they have some experience with these inspections and are familiar with our dam and spillway.    
This bid is lower than Burns & McDonnell had in their contact, when they did it three years ago.  
Mayor Michaelis inquired how often inspections are done.  Director Gillespie stated, based on the 
classification of our dam, it is required every three years, and to be filed with IDOT.  Roll Call Vote: 
Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 

Award Bid #L-06-11 for Construction of Library Parking Lot – Councilman Bardill made a 
motion to award Bid #L-06-11 for Construction of Library Parking Lot to Mettler Development LLC in 
the amount of $199,733.60 as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, 
Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 

Award Bid #L-07-11 for Library and Parking Lot Landscaping – Councilwoman Bellm made a 
motion to award Bid #L-07-11 for Louise Latzer Memorial Public Library and Parking Lot Landscaping 
to Three-Way Creations in the amount of $28,966.38 as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll 
Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   

 
Approve Purchase of Distribution Transformers from Graybar – Councilman Bardill made a 

motion to approve the purchase of distribution transformers from Graybar, in the amount of $50,046.80 
as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and 
Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 

Approve Health Insurance Package Plans/Changes to be Effective 01/01/2012 – 
Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve health insurance package plan/changes, to be effective 
01/01/2012, as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Councilman Schwarz stated I know we 
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have financial restraints; however, being that it is part of the employees’ compensation package, is 
there anything that was done to make sure we are serving the employees the best we can, given our 
constraints.  Human Resources Director Lisa Schoeck reported we were able to get earlier renewal.  We 
then met individually with the different departments to let them know the issues we were having and to 
prepare them for change.  We listened to their concerns and suggestions.  Some ideas we were not able 
to implement for this year; however, we did make note of them for the future.  Councilman Schwarz 
inquired if there would be a benefit to locking in for more than one year.  A representative of 
Cornerstone, the city’s third-party benefits administrator, explained that healthcare insurance providers 
do not lock rates for more than one year.  Director Schoeck noted that can be done with some dental, 
vision and life providers and we have done that in the past.  To help reduce premiums, we looked at 
different plan designs and different deductibles.  By taking a plan with a $5,000 deductible, we are 
assuming some of the risk.  A small percentage of the group met or exceeded the $2,000 deductible that 
employees will become responsible for under the new plan.  Counciman Schwarz asked if we have the 
ability to give employees an option of the plans and different premiums.  Director Schoeck responded, 
at this time, no; however, we could look at that possibly for next year.    
 

Approve Request for Proposals for Youth Sports Photographer for Calendar Year 2012 –  
Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Request for Proposals for Youth Sports Photographer 
for Calendar Year 2012 as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Bardill, Bellm 
and Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Councilman Schwarz abstained.  Motion carried.   

 
 

REPORTS 
 

Approve Warrants #858 & #859 – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Warrants 
#858 and #859 as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm 
and Nicolaides voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   

 
 
Councilman Bardill made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  All council 

members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried and meeting adjourned at 7:20pm. 
 
 
 

Joseph Michaelis, Mayor      Barbara Bellm, City Clerk 


