MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION

HIGHLAND CITY COUNCIL

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2010
Mayor Michaelis called the Regular Session to order at 7:00pm.  Councilmembers present were Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist.  Others in attendance: City Manager Mark Latham, City Attorney Harold Belsheim, Directors Cook, Gillespie, Rosen, Rusteberg and Schoeck, Police Chief Bell, Supervisor Limestall, EMS Captain Crosby, Treasurer Foehner, Deputy City Clerk Hediger, City Clerk Bellm; Scott Bowles, of Spectrum Consulting; Joy Howard, of WM Financial Strategies; 9 citizens and 1 member of the news media.  
MINUTES
Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve the minutes of the September 7, 2010 Regular Session as attached; seconded by Councilman Schwarz.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Councilwoman Bellm abstained.  Motion carried.  
PUBLIC FORUM

Citizens’ Requests and Comments:

Markt und Mahr Farmers’ & Artisans’ Market – Square Use Request – Deanna Harlan, Market Master for Highland Markt und Mahr Farmers’ & Artisans’ Market, requested permission to hold the last day of this season, October 7, 2010, and the 2011 season on the Square.  A written request has been submitted to the council.  Councilman Schwarz made a motion to approve use of the Square for the Farmers’ & Artisans’ Market as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Councilwoman Zobrist expressed concern about taking away parking from the businesses on the Square all day on Thursdays, by blocking off the parking on the one side of the Square.  Mrs. Harlan explained we need the parking spaces to unload equipment early in the day and for vendors to unload their product when they arrive.  Councilwoman Zobrist stated one thing I do hear for the businesses is that they suffer when events are held on the Square.  With the PBJ on Fridays and now limiting the parking on Thursday, that is a lot.         Mrs. Harlan acknowledged her concern.  We have been watching the parking the past few weeks; based on what we saw, we did not see that this would be a big hindrance in that area.  I do know that the Chamber intends to meet with the businesses and invite them to participate or use the opportunity to offer specials.  Councilwoman Zobrist stated I do not have an issue with one time; however, I would like to see how things go on October 7 and get feedback from the businesses around the Square, before approving all of next year.  We receive sales tax from the businesses on the Square.  We do not make any sales tax off the vendors at this event.  Mrs. Harlan explained our intent is to bring people to the Square; we hope people attending the market will patronize the businesses while they are up there.     Councilwoman Zobrist inquired, if I vote for this, I am voting for October 7 and for next year.  Mayor Michaelis clarified we are voting on both requests at this time.  Mrs. Harlan explained we are asking for next year, at this time, while we have a captive audience with our vendors.  We have to let the vendors know what our plans are for next year.  Several have stated they will not return if we do not move.  Councilwoman Zobrist asked if they could wait until after October 7.  Mrs. Harlan responded we want to encourage the vendors that have not been coming, as of late, to come try it out.  Mayor Michaelis stated he has noticed attendance at the event has dropped off.  I think it is a good project and a good move.  Councilwoman Bellm stated given that I am a vendor and on the board, I will abstain from voting.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Councilwoman Bellm abstained.  Motion carried.  
Girls on the Run – Practice 5K Run/Walk Request – Amy Sheraton, regional coordinator for the Girls on the Run - St. Louis Area and Amy Powell, social worker at Highland Elementary were present.  Ms. Sheraton explained Girls on the Run (GOTR) is a character-building program for girls in grades 3 thru 8.  The girls meet twice a week to find ways to work through adolescent issues and exercise together.  This is the second year for this program in Highland.  We are requesting permission to hold a practice 5K run on Saturday, November 6, 2010.  This will help to prepare the girls for a 5K run that they will participate in on Saturday, November 13, 2010 in Forest Park.  Each group of girls will be running with a friend, parent or teacher; therefore, we will have about 200 people participating.  Ms. Powell stated we will have the help of parents and teachers to block off the streets.  Last year we coordinated this with police; we have not done this yet.  Chief Bell stated he has reviewed the route.  If it is the same as last year, there should be no issues.  It is a great route.  Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve the use of streets to hold a 5K run for Girls on the Run (GOTR) on Saturday, November 6, 2010 at 9:00am as requested; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  

Chamber of Commerce Lighted Christmas Parade Request – Jamie Jansen, Executive Director of the Highland Chamber of Commerce, requested permission for the annual Lighted Christmas Parade and Downtown Square Lighting Ceremony, to be held on Friday, November 26, 2010.  Details are in the letter before the council.  One addition is that we would like to have live reindeer for photo opportunities.  Mayor Michaelis stated I have watched that evolve through the years.  The Chamber does a tremendous job with it.  Last year, I believe was the best-attended event.  It just is a super evening.  Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve the request of the Highland Chamber of Commerce to hold the Lighted Christmas Parade and Downtown Lighting Ceremony on Friday, November 26, 2010 at 6:30pm as requested; seconded by Councilman Schwarz.  All council members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried. 
Requests of Council:
Councilwoman Bellm provided an update on the planning for Highland’s 175th Jubilee.  A meeting was held last Tuesday, at which the group in attendance decided to use “Jubilee” rather than “Terquasquicentennial”, which stands for 175th anniversary.  The Masonic Temple & Lodge would like to hold a bassaleckli contest.  Voegele Studio is talking about doing video interviews with people of now and on those in our history.  We are talking with the Chamber about putting together a parade with a Swiss theme to kick off the events at next year’s Christmas parade.  She stated Bob Schwarz made one of the best suggestions.  He suggested, instead of just celebrating 175th, we use this to prepare for the 200th celebration to be held in 2037 and begin holding a large fundraising event every five years.  She summarized the kick off would be with the Christmas Parade in November 2011 and culminating it with a weekend celebration the end of September 2012, at which time we could have a large fireworks display.  
Staff Reports:
Retail Market Analysis Presentation – Chief Building & Zoning Official Kevin Limestall reported Pitney Bowes provided marketing analysis packets for specific markets as well as one generic packet to use for whatever we need in the future.  Copies of those packets are in the council’s meeting information for review.  We made some minor changes to the packets.  Councilwoman Bellm stated she did review it and saw staff had tweaked the information to show what Highland has to offer, including fiber communications.  
Presentation of Proposed Landlord Registration Program - Kevin Limestall reviewed the plan to move forward with the proposed landlord registration program.  City Manager Latham stated he and the mayor talked about it this morning.  We hope the registration program is the first step towards landlords taking the initiative to form an association.  Supervisor Limestall added we hope to work with the landlords on an advisory basis.  There is a Metro East Landlord Association, which covers a large area of communities.  Councilwoman Bellm recalled discussion of such a group forming, by some of those in attendance at the meeting held here.  I would hope they decide to form such an association and develop this.  Councilman Schwarz suggested if there is going to be a penalty for those not registering, we should establish a fine or penalty before the registration process starts.  City Manager Latham stated we would like for the landlord association to say what that penalty should be.  Councilman Schwarz stated if the council does not establish a penalty or fine upfront, I do not anticipate the landlords coming forward and doing that.  Mayor Michaelis expressed he thinks a landlord association would be beneficial to the landlords and good for the city.  Chief Bell stated he agrees with Councilman Schwarz, that we should not charge them for the registration.  With out a fine or penalty of some type, there is no way to get everyone to participate.  The responsible landlords will participate up front; there needs to be some accountability for the landlords that do not want to comply.  Mayor Michaelis concurred.  
Director Rusteberg introduced Joy Howard, of WM Financial Strategies.  Director Rusteberg reported we went out for bids for the Capital Appreciation General Obligation (Alternate Revenue Source) Bonds and received three bids.  We received bids from Robert Baird, with a true interest cost (TIC) of 4.51547%; Edward Jones, 4.58588% TIC; and, The Bank of Edwardsville, 4.74698% TIC.   When factoring in underwriting fees of $34,880.00, $59,232.00, and $2,500, respectively, the difference is $32,000 by going with Robert Baird.  Robert Baird is a reputable firm based out of Naperville, IL.  For the local people, they can call local banks as of September 27 and submit requests.  Ms. Howard added Edward Jones will be able to access these securities as well.  These are capital appreciation bonds.  They will not start to mature until 2020 – 2030.  For more information, people can contact (Phone) 414-765-7331.  No action is required tonight.  At the next meeting on October 4, there will be a bond ordinance and purchase contract with the rates set for the council to take action on.  The city had an “A1” rating for many years, which is what our original estimates were based upon.  Recently, the rating was upgraded to an “Aa3” rating, which relates to a $329,000 savings compared to the original estimates.  Ms. Howard stated it is rare for a city the size of Highland to obtain that rating.  Of all the small cities I have worked with, you have the best run government.  
NEW BUSINESS

Approve 2010 Treasurer’s Report – Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve the 2010 Treasurer’s Report as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
Approve Change Order 1 for Bid #G-10-10 Library Roof Replacement Project – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Change Order 1 for Bid #G-10-10 Library Roof Replacement Project in the addition of $7,600 as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Councilman Schwarz inquired if this would have made any difference in the awarding of the project.  City Manager Latham replied no, this was not something we would have known until they had taken the existing roof off.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
Bill #10-100/RESOLUTION Requesting Road Closure for Lighted Christmas Parade – Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Bill #10-100/Resolution #10-09-1914 requesting road closure for Lighted Christmas Parade on Friday, November 26, 2010 as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  All council members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried. 
Bill #10-101/RESOLUTION Authorizing the Amendment to Contract for Sale of Real Estate Which Previous Contract was Approved by Resolution No. 09-11-1840 – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Bill #10-101/Resolution #10-09-1915 authorizing the amendment to contract for sale of real estate for which previous contract was approved by Resolution No. 09-11-1840 as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Councilwoman Bellm stated, as I understand this, it is a change in what roads are to be constructed now versus later.  Attorney Belsheim summarized it is a matter of logistics.  All council members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried. 

Bill #10-102/RESOLUTION Approving Ambulance Services Contract – St. Jacob -   

Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Bill #10-102/Resolution #10-09-1916 approving ambulance services contract with St. Jacob Fire District as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
Bill #10-103/RESOLUTION Making Separate Statement of Findings of Facts in Connection with Ordinance Granting Perpetual Special Use Permit – Watson (Beekeeping) - Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Bill #10-103/Resolution #10-09-1917 making a separate Statement of Findings of Facts in connection with ordinance granting Perpetual Special Use Permit – Watson (Beekeeping) as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
Bill #10-104/ORDINANCE Granting Special Use Permit to Allow a Beekeeping Operation at 2750 Broadway  - Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Bill #10-104/Ordinance #2434 granting Special Use Permit to Wendell Watson to allow beekeeping operation at 2750 Broadway as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Councilwoman Bellm inquired this is a perpetual Special Use Permit.  Supervisor Limestall confirmed it is.  Councilwoman Bellm noted that no one was at Planning & Zoning against this.   Supervisor Limestall reported, at Planning & Zoning, we had only one person show up and speak on this; they were actually in favor of this.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried. 
Bill #10-105/ORDINANCE Declaring Water Tank Truck as Surplus Property and Authorizing Sale of Same -   Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Bill #10-105/Ordinance #2435 declaring 1987 Chevrolet C-70 Water Tank Truck as surplus property and authorizing sale of same; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  All council members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried. 
Bill #10-106/RESOLUTION Authorizing Execution of Contract with Plocher Construction for the Headend Building Modification Project – Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Bill #10-06/Resolution #10-09-1918 authorizing execution of contract with Plocher Construction for the Headend Building Modification Project in the amount of $531,049.00 as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill and Bellm voted aye, Councilwoman Zobrist voted nay.  Motion carried.  
REPORTS
Approve Warrant #818 – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Warrant #818 as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to temporarily adjourn, to conduct an Executive Session pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act under Section 2(c)(21) for discussion of executive session minutes and 2(c)(2) to discuss collective negotiating matters; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  
Roll Call Vote: Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  Adjourned at 7:48pm.                   
Mayor Michaelis reconvened the Regular Session at 8:08pm.  Council members Schwarz, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist were present.  Others in attendance were City Manager Mark Latham, City Attorney Harold Belsheim, Deputy City Clerk Hediger and City Clerk Bellm. 

Mayor Michaelis stated nothing discussed in Executive Session would be acted upon tonight.  
Councilwoman Bellm motioned to adjourn; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  All council members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:09pm.    

Joseph Michaelis, Mayor





Barbara Bellm, City Clerk
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