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MINUTES OF REGULAR SESSION 
HIGHLAND CITY COUNCIL 
MONDAY, FEBUARY 1, 2010 

  
Mayor Michaelis called the Regular Session to order at 7:00pm.  Councilmembers present were 

Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist.  Others in attendance: City Manager Mark Latham, City Attorney 
Terry Bruckert, Directors Cook, Gillespie, Rosen, Rusteberg and Schoeck, Sergeant Sellers, 
Supervisors Limestall and Stram, Treasurer Foehner, Deputy City Clerk Hediger, City Clerk Bellm; 23 
citizens and 1 member of the news media.   

 
 

MINUTES 
 

Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 18, 2010 Regular 
Session as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and 
Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   
 
 

PROCLAMATION 
 

Randy Schorfheide, Director, Community Relations & Development; Patricia Noe, RN; 
Barbara Barr, RN, Cardiac Care; and Nancy Johnson, Chief Nursing Officer with St. Joseph’s Hospital 
Highland were on hand as Mayor Michaelis read a document proclaiming the month of February as 
American Heart Month in the City of Highland.  Mr. Schorfheide stated, as part of the “Go Red for 
Heart Health”, there will be a special lighting ceremony on February 4 at 6pm to light the south side of 
hospital “in red” using red spot lights.  In addition there will be two big hearts will be lit to signify 
Heart Health Month.  On Tuesday, February 16, Cardiologist Anil Shah, MD will give a short seminar 
on heart health at 7pm; there will be tours of the Emergency Department and an Open House hosted in 
our Cardiac Rehab area.  On Thursday, February 11, we are joining with our sister hospitals, St. 
Joseph-Breese and St. Elizabeth-Belleville for a Women’s Heart Health Fair and “Go Red” Fashion 
Show at Hidden Lake Winery in Aviston.       
 

 
PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Citizens’ Requests and Comments: 
 Highland Jaycees’ Valentine Dance – Weinheimer Use Request – Jennifer Jakel requested 
permission for the Highland Jaycees to use the Weinheimer Community Center on February 13, 2010, 
from 6pm to 8pm, for the Valentines’ Day Dance for 5th & 6th grade students.  DJ music, popcorn, soda 
and water will be provided for the kids.  Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve the Jaycees’ 
request to use the Weinheimer Center on February 13, 2010 for a Valentines’ Day Dance as requested; 
seconded by Councilman Bardill.  All council members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   

 
Highland Jaycees’ 2010 Schweizerfest Request – Kristen Schmidt requested, on behalf of the 

Highland Jaycees, permission and assistance from the City for the 2010 Schweizerfest to be held June 
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11-13, 2010.  She stated we ask for permission to hold a parade on Saturday and Sunday evenings, 
beginning at 5:00pm both evenings.  The parade and other activities will be the same as last year.  
Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve the Highland Jaycees’ 2010 Schweizerfest and parade 
request for June 11, 12 & 13, 2010 as requested; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  All council 
members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.   

 
Del Scott – Church Youth Group/Band – Square Use Request – Del Scott, a trustee of First 

United Pentecostal Church, requested permission for the church youth group and band to use the 
Square on either July 31 or August 7, 2010 to play some Christian music, set up games and serve food 
for the public.  He stated we are open to what ever of the two dates work best for the city.  Director 
Rosen noted the Chamber of Commerce’s Street Art Fest may be August 7, 2010.  Councilwoman 
Bellm made a motion to grant permission to the United Pentecostal Church to use the Square on July 
31, 2010 as requested; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  All council members voted aye, none nay.  
Motion carried.   

 
Chamber of Commerce – Use of Glik Park – Circus Request – Jami Jansen, Executive Director 

of the Highland Chamber of Commerce, requested permission for the Chamber to use Glik Park on 
April 7, 2010 to host the Kelly Circus.  This would require the use of the park from 7AM through clean 
up on Tuesday, April 20, 2010.  Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve the Chamber of 
Commerce’s use of Glik Park on Tuesday, April 20, 2010 to host the Kelly Circus as requested; 
seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Councilwoman Zobrist noted, in talking to Director Rosen today, 
he requested that a representative of the Kelly Circus get in contact with them to coordinate 
arrangements as soon as possible.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none 
nay.  Motion carried.  

 
Requests of Council: 

Councilwoman Bellm expressed the awards and recognition banquet was a wonderful event.  
The “Highland in Black and White” was a great idea.  For anyone that did not see it, if they would like, 
they may purchase a copy of the DVD for $5.00, in a few weeks.  I like the fact that we are continuing 
to remember and share our history.   
 

Councilwoman Bellm asked Director Gillespie to extend her thanks to the guys for replacing 
the barricade at the end of Trenton Road.  I grew up in that house that continues to get hit and I share 
the resident’s concerns.      
 

Mayor Michaelis recognized Tony Hundsdorfer for his great idea of suggesting that we make 
copies of “Highland in Black and White” available on DVD to share it with others.  Copies of the DVD 
will be available for a donation of $5 to HACSM.   
 
Staff Reports:  
  Director of Finance Sharon Rusteberg came up to present some information on the sale of the 
bonds for the Fiber-to-the-Premise project.  Director Rusteberg introduced Nathan Howard, with WM 
Financial Strategies, who has done a lot of work, along with Joy Howard, to get the sale of the bonds to 
this point.  We are saving $470,000 by going through Edward Jones and using the Build America Bond 
series.  Edward Jones representatives are actively out there selling the bonds.  Two local 
representatives, Kevin Dewaele and John Jatcko are present tonight.  We are also providing to the 
council this evening a copy of the final Preliminary Official Statement.  This actually goes out to those 
interested in purchasing the bonds.  There is also the bond ordinance; this is the preliminary ordinance 
that will be brought back once the sale of the bonds is complete (on February 16, 2010) and we have 
the final interest rates and other particulars in place.  Kevin Dewaele, 39 Stone Drive, a local Edward 
Jones representative, stated we have been talking to people about the bonds.  We have a lot of intent to 
buys in place.  The minimum offer is $5,000 and goes up in $5,000 increments.  Director Rusteberg 
made a recommendation that we increase the amount paid to Joy Howard from $10,000 to $13,000 for 
the additional work that she has done to prepare the bonding for sale.  She asked for the council’s 
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consideration on this matter, which would be in the form of a resolution.  Councilman Rickher clarified 
that in going with the Build America series bonds they went from a taxable structure to tax exempt.  
Mr. Howard explained the Build America Bond structure was created under the stimulus package.  By 
doing this, the city obtains a 35% subsidy on all interest costs.  Although normally, taxable issues have 
a higher interest rate, the subsidy brings the interest below where they would have been if they were tax 
exempt.  Mr. Howard requested a show of hands or something to have it on the record that it is okay for 
these to be sold through Edward Jones under the Build America bonds structure.  Mayor Michaelis 
explained that a vote would be outside of the Robert’s Rules of Order.  However, I can state that the 
council has shown in the past that we are in favor of moving forward with this as stated.     
 
 City Manager Latham reported there was a letter in the council’s packet from the US 
Department of Commerce notifying us that the City of Highland is no longer being considered for the 
BTOP (Broadband Technology Opportunities Program) Grant.  Although we are disappointed, we are 
still in the running for NTIA grant, which is still be considered.  We are also considering applying for 
the second round of BTOP Grants. That will be awarded in September.    
 
 Highland has been selected for ISO review, along with five other communities in the area.  It 
has been about fifteen years since the last review.  With all the improvements to the city’s water 
distribution system - the lines, additional water tower, new ladder fire truck, and other improvements - 
we hope to improve our rating.  We hope to lower our Class 4 rating to a Class 3.  The lower the rating 
the better insurance rates homeowner’s receive.    
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

Bill #10-14/ORDINANCE Approving Business District Development Agreement with Gregory 
Muren d/b/a Metro Inflatable, LLC for 1019-1025 Broadway – Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to 
approve Bill #10-14/Ordinance #2403 approving Business District Development Agreement with 
Gregory Muren d/b/a Metro Inflatable, LLC for 1019-1025 Broadway as attached; seconded by 
Councilman Bardill.  Councilwoman Zobrist stated I noticed an out of town business supplying materials 
to this project the other day.  While we cannot require them to purchase from within Highland, I would 
like to see these projects help those businesses within Highland that are struggling right now.  I would 
like to make an amendment to the motion and to this ordinance that it states that the developer shall make 
a good faith effort to purchase at least 20% of the building materials for this project from businesses 
located within the corporate limits of the City of Highland.  Councilwoman Bellm stated she agrees.  
Along with that, I would like to see what we can do to encourage them and any development to do any 
things that conserve energy, whether it is windows, insulation, siding, etc.  We want to encourage making 
things more energy efficient.  Councilman Rickher inquired if the developer would be open to this, at this 
point.  If we cannot get it into this agreement, may be it should be in future agreement.  City Manager 
Latham stated since it is a suggestion and not a requirement, it should be fine.  Councilwoman Bellm 
seconded the motion to amend.  Roll Call Vote on the amendment: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist 
voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried; motion amended.  Roll Call Vote on the amended motion: Rickher, 
Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  

 
Bill #10-15/RESOLUTION Approving an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement with the 

Grantfork Fire Protection District Regarding Supply of Water for Fire-Fighting Purposes - Councilman 
Bardill made a motion to approve Bill #10-15/Resolution #10-02-1862 approving an intergovernmental 
cooperation agreement with the Grantfork Fire Protection District regarding supply of water for fire-
fighting purposes as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, 
Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
 

Bill #10-16/RESOLUTION Amending the Financial Advisory Agreement Concerning Services 
for the Issuance and Sale of Revenue Bonds Related to the Fiber-to-the-Premises project – 
Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Bill #10-16/Resolution #10-02-1863 amending the 
financial advisory agreement concerning services for the issuance and sale of revenue bonds related to 
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the Fiber-to-the-Premises project as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, 
Bardill and Bellm voted aye, Zobrist voted nay.  Motion carried.  
 

Bill #10-17/ORDINANCE Declaring Mobile Homes Located at 2709 and 2731 Raeber Road as 
Surplus Personal Property and Authorizing the Sale of, or the Demolition and Removal, Thereof – 
Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Bill #10-17/Ordinance #2404 declaring mobile homes 
located at 2709 and 2731 Raeber Road as surplus personal property and authorizing the sale of, or the 
demolition and removal, thereof as attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: 
Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
 

Bill #10-18/ORDINANCE Accepting Dedication of Streets in Prestige Estates Subdivision – 
Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to approve Bill #10-18/Ordinance #2405 accepting dedication of 
streets in Prestige Estates Subdivision as attached; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: 
Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  
 

Award Bid for Purchase of One Bucket Truck for the Electric Department – Councilman Bardill 
made a motion to award the bid for purchase of one bucket truck with 55-foot aerial device for the 
electric department to Truck Centers in the amount of $167,987 as attached; seconded by Councilwoman 
Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried. 
 
  

REPORTS 
 

Approve Warrant #795 – Councilman Bardill made a motion to approve Warrant #795 as 
attached; seconded by Councilwoman Bellm.  Roll Call Vote: Zobrist, Bardill, Rickher and Bellm 
voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  

 
Councilwoman Bellm made a motion to temporarily adjourn the Regular Session to enter into 

Executive Session under the Illinois Open Meetings Act, Section 2(c)(1) to discuss personnel matters; 
seconded by Councilman Bardill.  Roll Call Vote: Rickher, Bardill, Bellm and Zobrist voted aye, none 
nay.  Motion carried.  7:30pm. 

 
Mayor Michaelis reconvened the Regular Session at 8:39pm.  Council members Bardill, 

Rickher, Bellm and Zobrist were present.  Others in attendance were City Manager Latham, City 
Attorney Bruckert, Director Schoeck, Deputy City Clerk Hediger and City Clerk Bellm. 

     
Councilwoman Bellm made a motioned to adjourn; seconded by Councilman Bardill.  All 

council members voted aye, none nay.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:39pm.     

 

 

Joseph Michaelis, Mayor      Barbara Bellm, City Clerk 


